
 

Intent: What are our aims? 
 
Our entire curriculum is designed to educate and form the whole child. We want children to have a deep understanding of their own story – to know where they have 
come from, what their own aspirations for the future are and what skills they will need to achieve them. We want children to leave Church Eaton understanding that:  

 They are part of a small rural community with a very long and very proud history. (Community) 
 They are also part of an enormous diverse wider world that will provide endless opportunities. (Diversity) 
 They are equipped with a toolkit of skills which they can, regardless of their starting points, use to succeed and be the best that they can be (Social Mobility). 

 
Our Reading scheme of work enables pupils to meet the end of key stage attainment targets in the National curriculum and the aims also align with those in the National 
curriculum. EYFS (Reception) units provide opportunities for pupils to work towards the Development matters statements and the Early Learning Goals. 
 
The overarching aim for English, reading and writing in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong 
command of the spoken and written language and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment.  
 
The national curriculum for reading aims to ensure that all pupils:  

 read easily, fluently and with good understanding  
 develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information  
 appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage    

 
Teaching and learning focus on developing pupils’ competence in both word building and comprehension to equip pupils to read across a range of genres for different 
purposes. Children are given a variety of experiences both in and out of the classroom to create memorable learning opportunities and to further support and develop 
their reading skills and love of reading   
 
Skilled word reading involving both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed 
words is taught through phonics. This is why phonics is emphasised in the early teaching of reading.  
 
 Comprehension skills are developed through pupils’ experience of high-quality discussion with the teacher, as well as from reading and discussing a range of stories, 
poems, and non-fiction. All pupils are encouraged to read widely across both fiction and non-fiction to develop their knowledge of themselves and the world they live in, to 
establish an appreciation and love of reading, and to gain knowledge across the curriculum. Reading widely enables pupils to develop their vocabulary, imagination, and 
curiosity. 
 

 

 

Reading at Church Eaton 



Implementation: What do Reading lessons include? 
 We have identified a series of Teaching and Learning Pillars which underpin all teaching and learning at Church Eaton.  

Pillar  
Focused Planning Curriculum programmes of study are developed into medium term plans which highlight learning objectives, assessment 

opportunities and sticky knowledge objectives designed to help pupils remember long term content. 
Quality First Teaching Lessons incorporate a range of teaching strategies from independent tasks, paired and group work. Lessons are always practical in 

nature and encourage experimental and exploratory learning with pupils using books to document their ideas. Knowledge organisers 
for each unit support pupils in building a foundation of factual knowledge by encouraging recall of key facts and vocabulary. 
 
Quality First Teaching is achieved In Reading by ensuring we have  
 

 High expectations for all pupils 
 Well-structured lessons with clear objectives 
 Differentiated instruction to meet diverse needs 
 Use of formative assessment to inform teaching 
 A focus on engagement, challenge, and progress 

 
We use the ‘What a lesson looks like at Church Eaton’ document to ensure that quality first teaching is achieved in all Reading lessons. 

Effective Target Setting through 
Meaningful Assessment 

Individual and class strengths and areas for development are identified and used to inform future planning and interventions. 
Assessment sheets are used to track whether children achieve Learning Objectives and Cornerstones is used to collate information to 
enable subject leads to ascertain the number of children in line to achieve national expected standards. 

Targeted Interventions Staff Solution Circles are used to support data analysis and identify what support children will need and how this can be achieved. 
This is supported by Raising Achievement and Progress Meetings that are held once every twelve weeks. Children who are requiring 
additional support receive one to one and group interventions based on data. 

Purposeful Learning 
Environment 

Reading Is celebrated with displays in and out of the classroom, and on social media. Learning resources and visual prompts are easily 
accessible to enable children to work independently, and shared displays are used to celebrate final products and parent engagement 
days. Regular access to alternative learning spaces e.g., library, hall, outside to enhance the learning experience is also explored 

Extended Curriculum Children are given the opportunity to attend the school library bus and work alongside a Librarian. Reading lies at the heart of the 
school curriculum meaning that opportunities to improve reading are explored across the entire school day.  

Reading at the core Children are provided with reading resources at an appropriate level to support their learning. They are provided with opportunities 
to borrow books on from the school library and library bus to supplement their knowledge and interest. 

 

 

Implementation: What do we teach? 
 
We teach reading in several ways at Church Eaton 



 Reading for Pleasure sessions 
 Early Reading Program 
 Book Banded personalised Reading Programs 
 Phonics 
 Retrieval and Book Club sessions 
 Comprehension Crusher Sessions 

 
Reading for Pleasure-  
A love of reading is promoted across the school. Here are just some of the ways that we support reading lessons with lots of ways of Reading for pleasure. 
  
Reading Buddies-   Lunchtime Book Club  Reading Army-   Librarian  Library Bus   Story times  Parent morning  
Older children who have 
applied and been 
successful in supporting 
younger children  

Children read to others at 
lunch  

A team of volunteers who 
listen to readers  

We use a school 
librarian to help 
children select books  

The library bus visits the 
school fortnightly  

The adults read 
stories to different 
classes around the 
school  

We hold open 
mornings to show 
parents how we 
love reading at 
Church Eaton  

 
Early Years Reading 
 
In the early stages of learning to read, children are taught how to apply their phonic knowledge to read fully matched, phonetically decodable reading books. These are 
read in school in small group reading practice sessions.  Sessions are approximately 15 minutes long and follow the model set out in the 'Schofield and Sims programme. 
Children then read the same book at home to ensure that success is shared with the family and to further support fluency. They focus on 3 main elements:  
 

 Decoding - where the children apply their phonic skills and knowledge of graphemes that they have learned to read fully matched phonetically decodable books. 
 Prosody - where children practise reading with rhythm, expression and intonation. 
 Comprehension - which focuses on the children's understanding of the book and the vocabulary within it. 
 Sessions in school are approximately 15 minutes long.  Children then read the same book at home to ensure that success is shared with the family and to further 

support fluency. 
 
Whole School- Book Banded Personalised Reading Program  
  
All children receive reading books based on their reading level. These books are taken home, but the children are also heard reading to an adult at school. The number of 
times is varied depending on need.  
  
EYFS and Year 1 use the Schofield and Sims books as instructional text to support/consolidate their phonics learning. The books match the phonics taught in the class 
currently, but reasonable adjustments and teacher judgment are used to provide a book that matches their phonic development.   
   
Some children in Year 1 are also offered a book-banded reading book to take home. Along with book banding, these books have also been grouped closely into the stages 
of the Schofield and Sims phonics learning program. We believe enriching the children’s experience of different texts and vocabulary will broaden their reading skills.   



   
Once they have passed the Phonics check, the children are levelled using the PM Benchmarking tool and move through the levels this way as they move through school. To 
move on, the children must get the retelling, prediction, and comprehension skills in the assessment correct.    
  
Years 1 and 2- Phonics lessons  
At Church Eaton, we believe that for all our children to become fluent readers and writers, phonics must be taught through a systematic and structured phonics 
programme. We use the Schofield and Sims Program to plan and provide daily engaging phonics lessons. In phonics, we teach children that the letters of the alphabet 
represent a different sound, that these can be used in a variety of combinations and are put together to make words. The children learn to recognise all the different 
sounds and combinations that they might see when they are reading or writing. Phonics is delivered daily through short and interactive sessions which engaged and 
motivate the children. Our phonics lessons provide an exciting, challenging and fun environment to learn reading and spelling patterns which is essential for their early 
reading and writing skills.  
  
Years 1-6 Book Club Sessions 
The link between reading and writing is explored at times through Book Club sessions in which children use the same text that they use in Writing’ Book Club lessons 
support this. They are carefully planned to ensure that children’s comprehension and higher order reading skills are developed and to encourage the children to read like a 
writer and write like a reader. We use VIPERS to support this.   VIPERS stands for: Vocabulary Inference Prediction Explanation Retrieval Sequence or Summarise The 6 
domains focus on the comprehension aspect of reading and not the mechanics: decoding, fluency, prosody etc.  As such, VIPERS is not a reading scheme but rather a 
method of ensuring that we ask your child a range of questions in our reading lessons.  It allows the teachers to track the types of questions that we ask and your child’s 
responses to these which allows for targeted questioning afterwards.  During these sessions, Children examine a text and discuss their observations and findings with other 
children. Responses are then recorded in Class Floor Books. 
 
Comprehension Crusher 
 
Once children's phonemic awareness and phonics are strong enough most of the Reading at Church Eaton is taught through Comprehension Crusher lessons. Each unit 
encompasses a range of fluency and vocabulary activities to improve reading comprehension. Units follow this sequence: 
 



 

 
 



 
 



 
 



 



 



 

 
 



 



Impact: What will our children have learnt from our Reading Curriculum? 
Through our carefully planned and sequenced curriculum we work to develop learners, from their individual starting points who are: ·  

Community Builders who are aware that they are part of a small rural community with a very long and proud history and can use this sense of community spirit to work 
collaboratively with others for the common good. · 

 Clear Communicators who are literate and numerate in all contexts and aware that they are part of an enormous diverse wider world that will provide endless 
opportunities for them to apply these skills. · 

 Successful learners who are equipped with a toolkit of skills which they can, regardless of their starting points, use to succeed and be the best that they can be (social 
mobility).  

Impact:  How do we track progress? 

 

Reading assessment is ongoing and addresses misconceptions, provides further opportunities to consolidate skills if necessary and to move learning forward.  

 Formal assessments occur at the end of Block 2, 4 and 6 through standardised tests. (Curriculum Maestro) Analysis of these tests takes place so that gaps within learning 
are identified and then teaching is adapted accordingly.  

Book Banding Assessments take place at the end of block 1, 3 and 5 (as a minimum). These assessments provide the information through which we support the individual 
reading program at the school. We use the following Book Banding System to allocate books. 

Children also complete fluency checks using Reading Progress Assignment to track the improvements that they are making with fluency. 

The subject leader for Reading works closely with staff to monitor teaching and learning in reading. Monitoring in this subject includes pupil voice capture, book scrutiny, 
learning walks, planning scrutiny and lesson observations. Bespoke support and challenge are provided for practitioners because of monitoring. Moderation takes places 
across the year group, phase(s) and across the school to ensure consistency and progression.  

 


